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Thinking About Assessment, Reporting & Student Learning… 
We are coming up to the time of the school year where students and parents will receive their first 
formal reporting of student learning for this school year.  At school (and at home) teachers are working 
on the progress reports that will be sent home near the end of November to share with families how our 
learners have adapted to the start of the school year.  Along with the preparation of these formal 
reports, teachers and students are also working in their classroom to ensure that each student is able to 
speak to their learning and accomplishments; so far.  
 
We emphasize so far because it is the key point of this reflection.  The progress report represents a 
summary of how each student has started the school year and the manner in which they have 
responded to the learning expectations of their current grade and class. The report is designed to 
confirm the areas of strength and inform parents (and students) of any areas of concern. Though some 
information is provided on progress related to the curriculum expectations; this is not the focus of, or 
main rationale for, the progress report. The learning skills are the focus of the progress report. This is 
why they are featured prominently on the front of the report form and why there is more space allotted 
for teachers to comment in this area. There are 6  learning skills featured in our curriculum documents 
and they are consistent across the grades (from grade 1 to grade 12).  
 
As important as the content of the curriculum is, it really only represents knowledge and information. 
We know that knowing things is important; but it’s how we use and apply our knowledge that ultimately 
defines our success. It’s helpful to know that parents can be a great support in helping their children 
develop their learning skills- we don’t have to be experts about a curriculum subject area to help our 
children learn how to be responsible, independent or organized. As you read your child’s progress 
report, we hope you will recognize the importance of learning skills and how we can work together to 
help them develop these skills. 

         Brian Harrison, Steve Young & Cheryl Glass 
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The Week Ahead... 
 

Mon. Nov. 5th 
Day 2 

School Photo Retakes @ 9:10 am 
School Council Meeting @ 5:30 

Tues.  Nov. 6th 
Day 3 

Diwali  

Wed. Nov. 7th 
Day 4 

Booster Juice 

Thurs. Nov. 8th 
Day 5 

Pizza Lunch 

Fri. Nov. 9th 
Day 1 

Remembrance Day Service @ 2:00 pm - families are welcome 

 

Quick Hits… 

Parent/Teacher Conferences...In conjunction with the sharing  of progress reports on November 21st, we will be 
hosting parent/teacher/student conferences later on this month on the night of November 22nd and morning of 
the November 23rd PA day. This year we'll be using the EDSBY application to schedule the conference; 
streamlining the scheduling  process for parents. Information on the booking process and format for conferences 
will be communicated in next week’s edition. 
 
Fall Food Drive...Our WE Team and Student Leadership Team have launched our Scare Away Hunger fall food 
drive in support this year’s Black River Holiday Food Hamper program. Donations of non-perishable food items are 
being accepted in all classes; with a pizza party in recognition of the class that donates the most items per student. 
The drive will run until next Friday, Nov. 9th. A big thanks to Karen Limb for coordinating this year’s drive. 
 
Every Student Counts Survey...From November 12 to 30, 2018, the York Region District School Board will invite all 
students to participate in the Every Student Counts Survey (ESCS). 
The purpose of this census survey is to better understand YRDSB’s diverse student population as well as students’ 
experiences in school and outside of school. The survey results will be used to help improve our schools and to: 

● Identify and eliminate systemic barriers to student success; 
● Create more equitable and inclusive school environments; and, 
● Improve student achievement and well-being. 

All students will be given the opportunity to participate. Accessibility options will be available for any student who 
needs assistance completing the survey. 

● For students in Kindergarten to Grade 6, the survey will be sent home to be completed with a 
parent/guardian. 

● Students in Grades 7-12 will be invited to complete the census at their school. 
For more information on the survey process please click here 
 
A Message from York Region Public Health...The first and best step to preventing the flu (or influenza), is to get 
the flu shot every year. The flu spreads quickly and easily from an infected person to others and anyone can get it. 
Getting the flu shot can protect you, your family and those around you. Students may be at higher risk of getting 
the flu as they come together in close public spaces including the classroom, gymnasium, lunch room and library. 

 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/equity/Pages/Every-Student-Counts-Survey.aspx


 The flu shot is especially important for students who have a chronic condition (e.g. asthma, diabetes) or those who 
live with or have close contact with a pregnant woman, kids less than five years old, or a resident of a nursing 
home or other chronic care facility since these groups are at higher risk of getting very sick or being hospitalized 
because of the flu. 
 Flu shots are free and are readily available at: 
•     Health care provider’s offices for people six months of age and older 
•     Participating pharmacies, for people five years of age and older 
 
 In addition to getting the flu shot annually, here are some other tips that can help prevent the spread of the flu: 
•     Wash your hands well and often with either soap and water or alcohol based hand rub 
•     Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze  
•     Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth 
•     Stay home when you’re sick 
•     Clean and disinfect surfaces and shared items 
 It’s important to get the flu shot as early as possible as it can take nearly two weeks for the influenza vaccine to 
take full effect.  To learn more about flu and flu vaccine, visit york.ca/flu. 

 
Council Corner…  
Fall Fundraiser...A big thank you to all of the friends and families of our Black River students for supporting them in 
the Farm Fundraiser. It was a success and we will provide you with the final fundraising total in next week's 
edition. 
 
Booster Juice Sales... Booster Juice sales will continue to offer three smoothie blends for order in two different 
sizes.Please login to your Lunchbox Orders to place your order- the order deadline for the next round is this 
Sunday, Nov. 4th for delivery this Wednesday. 
 
November Family Photos...Your Black River School Council is happy to provide our families with a cost-effective 
family photo option hosted at the school! PhotoWorks will be at Black River P.S. November 20th from 3-8pm to 
take Family Photos. The Cost is $20 and Includes a FREE 8x10.  You will be able to view and choose your photo(s) 
immediately after your session with the option to purchase more photos if you wish. Don't miss out!! Only 30 
spaces available! Please visit School Cash Online to book your spot. This service is a fundraiser for our school with 
100% of the fee paid on School Cash Online going directly towards our fundraising efforts. Hope to see you there. 
  
Council Updates and information...Our next school council meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 5th @ 
5:30 in the staff room, parents and new members are always welcome and child minding is provided. Please follow 
our  Black River School Council  Facebook Page  for current information on what we are planning and what is happening 
in the school or; contact us at blackriverschoolcouncil@gmail.com if you have any questions or would like to get 
involved!  Our Council is always looking for more help! If you have any time to spare and would like to contribute 
to the school please reach out to our Council and we can get you involved.  
 
Spring Fun Fair...Planning will be starting soon for our Annual Fun Fair and we need your help! Volunteers are 
integral for making this event a success. Even if you can only help on the day of, let us know as that is greatly 
appreciated.  If you are interested in joining the Fun Fair Committee please email our school council account 
(above) and a council member will contact you. 
 
 

Please remember to check our school website calendar for dates and details on school events. 
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